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JOINT OPPOSITION OF SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC. AND
AMERITECHCORPORATION TO MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Applicants SBC Communications Inc. ("SBC") and Ameritech Corporation

("Ameritech") hereby oppose the Motion for Extension of Time filed by AT&T, Sprint,

MCI WorldCom, the Competitive Telecommunications Association and the

Telecommunications Resellers Association. That motion seeks to more than double the

amount of time allotted for the filing of comments on the merger conditions proposed by

SBC and Ameritech on July 1, 1999 by extending the deadline for filing such comments

until July 27, 1999.

There is no reason to countenance such delay. SBC and Ameritech filed their

transfer of control applications on July 24, 1998 - nearly a year ago - and all interested

parties have had more than adequate opportunity to comment. Literally thousands of
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pages ofpetitions, comments, replies and supporting materials have been filed in this

docket, and the parties - including the moving parties - have taken full advantage of the

permit-but-disclose nature ofthis proceeding by both meeting with Commission Staff and

filing hundreds of ex parte submissions. Moreover, the Commission has held three

public meetings regarding the merger. Taken together, these various submissions and

meetings make the SBC/Ameritech merger perhaps the most commented-upon merger in

Commission history.

There has also been ample opportunity for all parties to comment on the issue of

conditions following the release of the Chairman's April I, 1999 letter that established

the framework for the discussions between the Staff and representatives of SBC and

Ameritech. Moreover, the Commission held a public forum while the discussions were

ongoing at which Commission Staff made all parties aware of their preliminary views of

the merger and of the Staffs perceived need for conditions, and also solicited further

public comments.

In addition to these proceedings before the Commission, the issues raised by the

Applicants' proposed conditions have also been raised in other proceedings, such as the

proceedings before the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio and in the Texas

collaborative process. There is simply no basis for the moving parties to suggest that

they are not in a position to assess the proposed conditions and to comment without

undue delay. Indeed, by making arguments on the merits of the proposed conditions, the

motion for an extension of time itself demonstrates that these parties have no problem

identifying the issues on which they wish to comment and making their arguments.
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Finally, further delay is not in the public interest. The telecommunications

industry is perhaps the most rapidly changing industry today, and both the applicants

(who need to react quickly to those changes) and the public (which will benefit from the

increased competition the merger will bring) are ill served by delay. Indeed, no parties

should understand this better than AT&T, MCI WorldCom and Sprint, who would

obviously like to put off as long as possible the day when they will be required to

compete with SBC/Ameritech.

For the reasons set forth above, there is no need for any extension of time. While

SBC and Ameritech would not object to a brief extension ofno more than a few days, the

more lengthy extension sought by the moving parties should be rejected.

Respectfully submitted,

~~.
James D. Ellis 7
Paul Mancini
SBC Communications Inc.
175 E. Houston
San Antonio, TX 78205
(210) 351-3488

Arnold & Porter
555 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 942-6060

Antoinette Cook Bush
Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom, L.L.P.
1440 New York Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 371 7230

Kelly Welsh
Richard Hetke
Ameritech Corporation
30 S. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 750-5000
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Certificate of Service

I, Elizabeth Ann Regan, hereby certify that the foregoing Joint Opposition
of SBC Communications Inc., and Ameritech Corporation to Motion for
Extension of Time was served by first class mail, postage prepaid, on the
following parties (except for FCC staff and International Transcription Service,
Inc., who were served by hand) this i h day of July, 1999.

Mr. Donald Abelson (2 copies)
Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 6-C723
Washington, DC 20554

Steve Weingarten, Esq.
Chief
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Room4-A207
Washington, DC 20554

William Dever, Esq.
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Room 5-C111
Washington, DC 20554

Jeanine Poltronieri, Esq.
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Room 3-C224
Washington, DC 20554
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Ms. Janice Myles
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Room 5-C327
Washington, DC 20554

International Transcription Service, Inc.
1231 20th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Mark C. Rosenblum, Esq.
Aryeh S. Friedman, Esq.
AT&T
Room 3252G3
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

William J. Byrnes, Esq.
7921 Old Falls Road
McLean, VA 22102-2414

Mr. JeffTeyElkins
President/CEO
CalTech International Telecom Corporation
197 Joaquin Circle
Danville, CA 94526

Honorable Thomas J. Yack
Supervisor
Canton Community
1150 South Canton Center
Canton, MI 48188-1699

Mr. Matt Kibbe
Executive Vice President
Citizens for a Sound Economy Foundation
1250 H Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005
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Honorable Sue Lempert
Mayor
City of San Mateo
330 West 20th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94403-1388

Ms. Diane E. Abbott
Manager
CATV - Community Relations
City of Westland
33455 West Warren
Westland, MI 48185

Joseph P. Meissner, Esq.
Cleveland Legal Aid Society
1223 West 6th Street
Cleveland, OH 44113

Mr. George Kohl
Senior Executive Director
Ms. Debbie Goldman
Communications Workers of America
501 Third Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Mr. Ronald 1. Binz
President
Ms. Debra R. Berlyn
Executive Director
John Windhausen, Jr., Esq.
General Counsel
Competition Policy Institute
1156 15th Street, NW
Suite 520
Washington, DC 20005

Mary Ellen Fise, Esq.
General Counsel
Consumer Federation of America
1424 16th Street, NW
Suite 604
Washington, DC 20036
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Genevieve Morelli, Esq.
Executive Vice President and General Counsel
The Competitive Telecommunications Association
1900 M Street, NW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Janee Briesemeister, Esq.
Consumers Union
1300 Guadalupe
Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701

Ellis Jacobs, Esq.
Dayton Legal Aid Society
333 West 1st Street
Suite 500
Dayton, OH 45402-3031

Mr. Riley M. Murphy
Mr. Charles H.N. Kallenbach
e.spire Communications, Inc.
133 National Business Parkway
Suite 200
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

Renee Martin, Esq.
Richard J. Metzger, Esq.
Focal Communications Corporation
200 North LaSalle Street
Chicago,IL 60601

Honorable James L. Barker
Mayor
City of Garden City
6000 Middlebelt Road
Garden City, MI 48135

Mark A. Grannis, Esq.
Evan R. Grayer, Esq.
Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP
1200 Eighteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-2560
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Charles C. Hunter, Esq.
Catherine M. Hannan, Esq.
Hunter Communications Law Group
1620 I Street, NW
Suite 701
Washington, DC 20006

Walter Steimel, Jr., Esq.
Marjorie K. Conner, Esq.
Hunton & Williams
1900 K Street, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20006

Janet S. Livengood, Esq.
Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs
Hyperion Telecommunications, Inc.
DDI Plaza Two
500 Thomas Street
Suite 400
Bridgeville, PA 15017-2838

Anne E. Becker, Esq.
Consumer Counselor
John Cook, Esq.
Deputy Consumer Counselor for Federal Affairs
Indiana Office ofUtility Consumer Counselor
100 North Senate Avenue
RoomN501
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2208

Chairman William McCarty
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
302 West Washington Street
RoomE306
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Anthony C. Epstein, Esq.
John B. Morris, Jr., Esq.
Stuart M. Rennert, Esq.
Jenner & Block
601 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
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Chairman John Wine
Commissioner Susan Seltsam
Commissioner Cynthia Claus
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead
Topeka, KS 66604-4027

Robert J. Aamoth, Esq.
Danny E. Adams, Esq.
Rebekah J. Kinnett, Esq.
Marieann Z. Machida, Esq.
Brad E. Mutschelknaus, Esq.
Melissa M. Smith, Esq.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 19th Street, NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Clinton A. Krislov, Esq.
Robert J. Stein, Esq.
Kenneth T. Goldstein, Esq.
Krislov & Associates, Ltd.
222 North LaSalle
Suite 2120
Chicago,IL 60601-1086

Terrence J. Ferguson, Esq.
Senior Vice President and Special Counsel
Level 3 Communications, Inc.
3555 Farnum Street
Omaha, NE 68131

Thomas Gutierrez, Esq.
Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered
1111 Nineteenth Street, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Lisa B. Smith, Esq.
Lisa R. Youngers, Esq.
MCI WorldCom, Inc..
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
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David N. Porter, Esq.
Richard S. Whitt, Esq.
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
1120 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

David R. Conn, Esq.
William A. Haas, Esq.
Richard S. Lipman, Esq.
McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.
6400 C Street, SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-3177

Martha Hogerty, Esq.
Missouri Office of the Public Counsel
P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Cynthia R. Bryant, Esq.
Assistant General Counsel
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Mr. Frederic Lee Ruck
Executive Director
The National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors
1650 Tysons Boulevard
Suite 200
McLean, VA 22102

Rochelle Cavicchia, Esq.
Ohio Consumers' Counsel
Robert S. Tongren, Esq.
Thomas J. O'Brien, Esq.
David C. Bergmann, Esq.
Terry L. Etter, Esq.
Assistant Consumers' Counsel
77 South High Street
15th Floor
Columbus,OH 43266-0550
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Frank J. Kelley, Esq.
Attorney General
J. Peter Lark, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Orijakor N. Isogu, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Attorney General
State ofMichigan
525 West Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48909

Paul C. Besozzi, Esq.
Patton Boggs LLP
2550 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037-1350

Robert L. Roggarth, Esq.
Angela E. Giancarlo, Esq.
Government Relations
Personal Communications Industry Association
500 Montgomery Street
Suite 700
Alexandria, VA 22314-1561

Steven T. Nourse, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Public Utilities Section
180 East Broad Street
Columbus, OR 43215

Chairman Pat Wood, III
Commissioner Judy Walsh
Commissioner Brett Perlman
Stephen J. Davis, Esq., Chief, Office ofPolicy Development
Public Utility Commission of Texas
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78711-3326

Janice Mathis, Esq.
Rainbow/PUSR Coalition
930 East 50th Street
Chicago, IL 60615
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Kathleen F. O'Reilly, Esq.
414 A Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

John R. Gerstein, Esq.
Richard A. Simpson, Esq.
Merril Hirsh, Esq.
Ross, Dixon & Masback, L.L.P.
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
North Building
Washington, DC 20004

David W. Carpenter, Esq.
Peter D. Keisler, Esq.
C. Frederick Beckner, III, Esq.
Michael J. Hunseder, Esq.
Sidley & Austin
One First Chicago Plaza
Chicago, IL 60603

David D. Dimlich, Esq.
Supra Telecommunications & Information Systems, Inc.
2620 SW 27th Avenue
Miami, FL 33133

Dana Frix, Esq.
Douglas G. Bonner, Esq.
Eric J. Branfman, Esq.
Richard M. Rindler, Esq.
Mary C. Albert, Esq.
Russell M. Blau, Esq.
Robert V. Zener, Esq.
Swidler Berlin ShereffFriedman, LLP
3000 K Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Suzi Ray McClellan, Esq.
Public Counsel
Rick Guzman, Esq.
Assistant Public Utility Counsel
Texas Office of the Public Utility Counsel
P.O. Box 12397
Austin, TX 78711-2397
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Victor J. Toth, Esq.
2719 Soapstone Drive
Reston, VA 22091

Thomas 1. Long, Esq.
Senior Telecommunications Attorney
The Utility Reform Network
711 Van Ness Avenue
Suite 350
San Francisco, CA 94102

Mr. Allen Parker
Village Manager
Village of Maywood
115 South Fifth Avenue
Maywood,IL 60153

Honorable Anna Montana
Mayor
Village of Schiller Park
9526 West Irving Park Road
Schiller Park, IL 60176-1984

Philip L. Verveer, Esq.
Sue D. Blumenfeld, Esq.
Gunnar D. Halley, Esq.
Jay T. Angelo, Esq.
Brian Conboy, Esq.
Thomas Jones, Esq.
Michael Jones, Esq.
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Centre
115521st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Honorable Gordon J. Ellens
Supervisor
Zeeland Charter Township
6582 Byron Road
Zeeland, MI 49464
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